Near Christmas time of 1956, I was assigned as a crewmember on a
Top Secret (Dark Eyes) mission to the Middle East. Even though
barely in the Air Force for a year, I was awarded a Top Secret
clearance and set off with a very select crew to fly from Moses Lake,
Washington: Charleston, South Carolina; Bermuda; Lajes Azores;
Wheelus Tripoli; Khartoum French West Sudan; Saudi Arabia and
points around the Gaza Strip. The mere fact that I mentioned the
Gaza Strip should be sufficient to give the reader notice that these
were, as has always been the history, trying times in the Gaza
Strip. This mission coincided with the first Israeli occupation of the
Strip in 1956-57. We were tasked to transport ammunition to and
bodies from “hot” areas. The following also had something to do with
our presence in the Middle East at the time.
The Suez Crisis, also referred to as the Tripartite
Aggression, Suez Canal Crisis, Suez War, or Second ArabIsraeli War was a diplomatic and military confrontation in late
1956 between Egypt on one side, and Britain, France and
Israel on the other, with the United States, the Soviet Union,
and the United Nations playing major roles in forcing Britain,
France and Israel to withdraw.
The attack followed the President of Egypt Gamal Abdel
Nasser's decision of 26 July 1956 to nationalize the Suez
Canal, after the withdrawal of an offer by Britain and the United
States to fund the building of the Aswan Dam, which was in
response to Egypt's new ties with the Soviet Union and
recognizing the People's Republic of China during the height of
tensions between China and Taiwan. The aims of the attack
were primarily to regain Western control of the canal and to
remove Nasser from power, and the crisis highlighted the
danger that Arab nationalism posed to Western access to
Middle East oil.
The three allies, especially Israel, were mainly successful in
attaining their immediate military objectives, but pressure from
the United States and theUSSR at the United Nations and
elsewhere forced them to withdraw. As a result of the outside
pressure Britain and France failed in their political and strategic
aims of controlling the canal and removing Nasser from power.
Israel fulfilled some of its objectives, such as attaining freedom
of navigation through the Straits of Tiran. As a result of the
conflict, the UNEFwould police the Egyptian–Israeli border to
prevent both sides from recommencing hostilities.
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